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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 

116th Report — “Fair Trading Amendment Bill 2018 — Extension of time” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.10 pm]: I am 
directed to present the 116th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review titled 
“Fair Trading Amendment Bill 2018 — Extension of time”. 

[See paper 1768.] 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: On 27 June 2018, the Legislative Council referred the Fair Trading Amendment 
Bill 2018 to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review for consideration and report. 
The referral was made under standing order 128, and the reporting date was 14 August 2018, being the first sitting 
day following the expiry of the 45-day reporting time frame. On 28 June 2018, the committee sought an extension 
of the time in which it was to report to the Legislative Council from 14 August 2018 to 18 September 2018. That 
extension of time was granted on 28 June 2018. 

The committee has identified two key parliamentary sovereignty issues raised by the bill, including, firstly, that 
on commencement of the bill, amendments made to the Australian Consumer Law by six commonwealth acts will 
automatically apply as the law of Western Australia. The bill makes no provision for parliamentary scrutiny of 
those commonwealth acts. Secondly, there is the issue of the automatic incorporation of future amendments to the 
Australian Consumer Law into the Australian Consumer Law (WA), unless the amendments are disallowed by 
Parliament. The proposed tabling and disallowance mechanism is novel. The committee has concerns about this 
mechanism. The concerns include how those amendments will be subject to parliamentary scrutiny. The committee 
received evidence that the tabling and disallowance mechanism proposed in the bill may be used in future national 
scheme legislation. This may have implications for parliamentary procedure, and the committee has requested 
further information from the department and, through it, from Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. The parliamentary 
sovereignty issues raised by the bill are significant and relevant to the future national scheme legislation as it will 
be applied in Western Australia. These issues require further detailed consideration. 

On 27 August 2018, the committee resolved to seek a further extension of time in which to report on the bill. This 
extension of time is requested to enable the committee to properly discharge its reporting obligations to the house, 
due to the need to consider the significant parliamentary sovereignty and process issues raised by the bill. The 
committee therefore seeks a further extension of time in which to report on the bill, from 18 September to 
20 November 2018. The committee will use its best endeavours to report to the Council earlier than 20 November; 
however, it has requested this date to ensure that no further extension is required. 

Extension of Reporting Time — Motion 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.13 pm] — without 
notice: I move — 

That the reporting date for the committee inquiry into the Fair Trading Amendment Bill 2018 be extended 
from 18 September 2018 to 20 November 2018. 

I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later stage of the day’s sitting. 
[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 
Debate thus adjourned. 
[Continued on page 5660.] 
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